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“WELCOME BACK AFTER A WONDERFUL SUMMER!” 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
                          2011 SCHEDULE 

 

October 4 – Meeting Night, 7pm 
November 1 – Meeting Night, 7pm 
November 3-6 – Washington DC Trip 
November 11 – Veterans Day (Think about it…we recognize 
Veterans Day on the eleventh month, eleventh day, eleventh hour, eleventh 
minute…this year is 11-11-11-11.  Do you believe Al Qaeda  isn’t thinking 
about this?) 

December 6 – Meeting Night, 7pm - Election of 
Officers for 2012 
December 11 - Christmas Party 

 

 
DRAWING  

 
Jerry Augustine was the lucky winner at the 

September meeting with a prize of $50.00.  The 
October drawing  may go to you if you are at the 

meeting.   
 

 
15th ANNUAL VETERANS OF THE 
VIETNAM WAR GOLF OUTING  

 
Final figures are in for this year’s Golf 
tournament.  After paying all of the bills, etc. we 
cleared $6, 896.18!  Next year’s 16th annual golf 
tournament will be held on Thursday, June 7, 
2012.  Mark your calendar now and join us for 
a great day of fun and camaraderie 
 
 
 

 
TAPS 

 
Leo J. Godreau, age 64, 
Beloved husband of Cynthia, 
passed away on Monday, 
(August 29, 2011) at 
Manchester Memorial Hospital 
after a brave battle with cancer, 
surrounded by those he loved 
the most. He is survived by his 

parents, Valencia Godreau, Louis and Shirley 
Godreau; his sister, Linda Pelletier (Richard); his 
children, Carrie (Marc),Christopher (Donna), 
Crystal (Shawn), and Scottie (Chelsea). He also 
leaves behind 8 cherished grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews. He was an active member of 
the 1st Company Governors Foot Guard for over 20 
years, serving as Adjudant for the last 4 years. He 
will be most remembered for his dedication to the 
Foot Guard as well as his love of enjoying life with 
Cyndy on his Harley.  

 
ELK’S WOUNDED WARRIORS PROJECT  

 
On Friday, June 24th the Middletown Elk’s 

Lodge held their Wounded Warrior Project luncheon 
for veterans emphasizing those returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  Several members of our chapter 
attended and welcomed home those who have 
recently served.  (See photos on Page 2) 
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Photos courtesy of Michael Rogalsky 

�
 
                

AUGUST 19TH NEW BRITAIN ROCKCATS FUNDRAISER  
 

Several members attended our third New Britain Rock Cats Baseball fundraiser on Friday night, August 19th 
with the Rock Cats playing the Bluejays.   Cmdr. Larry and Vinny Labbadia once again each sold more tickets 
than the remainder of the members combined.  This third game raised over $1,196 for the VVW.  Perhaps we 
should call this the Riley-Labbadia Fundraiser.  Hopefully all members can pitch in to sell tickets next year so 
we can continue to make this a successful fundraiser and a fun night out at the ballpark.    
 
 

2011 TRIP TO “THE WALL” AND THE WASHINGTON DC AREA  
 
Planning continues for this year’s trip to visit The VietNam Veterans Memorial (“The Wall”) and other 
attractions and points of interest in and around Washington, DC leaving on Thursday, November 3rd and 
returning on Sunday, November 6th.  The committee has chosen the Carlyle Suites Hotel (a 100% SMOKE 
FREE hotel) located at 1731 New Hampshire Ave. NW, close to Dupont Circle.  Presently there are 50 people 
signed up to attend with room for 5 more.  Tentative plans include a free day to sightsee on your own on 
Thursday after arrival with a trip to the monuments at night, an escorted tour of the Capitol and the Pentagon 
(being arranged by Senator Liebermann) on Friday morning with free time in the afternoon and evening, a 
tour to the Naval Academy and Annapolis, MD on Saturday, and Church at the National Cathedral and return 
home Sunday with a possible stop at Baltimore Harbor for lunch and sightseeing a a stop for dinner along the 
way. 
 
Remember, reservations are on a “first come – first served” basis.  Contact Jack Mayoros (860-347-8843) for 
more info or to sign up.  $200 deposit must be received no later than our October 4th meeting. 
 



Page 3 
 

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO WITH OUR MONEY????  
 

There was a discussion at the September meeting about how we should consider making donations from our 
treasury in order to comply with and maintain our 501C(3) charitable organization status.  It was proposed 
and approved that we donate $1,000 to the Fisher House Project.  We will reinstitute the college scholarship 
concept.  We need to get your input and suggestions for worthwhile (preferably LOCAL) organizations/ 
charities/ people/ causes/ etc and ways that YOU would like to see the $$$$ spent.  Please bring your ideas to 
the next meeting, or e-mail or send them by USPS mail, so all can be considered. 
 

2011 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

The Board is beginning to plan this year’s Christmas Party that will be held on Friday night, December 9th.  
Interest was shown for either keeping the party at the American Legion Hall with Vinny Labbadia doing the 
cooking or possibly going to a restaurant such as Bacci’s in Cromwell (where we had our 25th anniversary 
party).  Please think about attending and let us know your ideas on where the party should be held. 
 

VETERAN’S APPRECIATION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BREAKFAS T 
 

This years Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce Veterans Appreciation will be held at the Lord 
Cromwell Inn beginning at 0700 on Tuesday, November 8th. Our chapter is looking at possibly reserving a 
table if we have enough members whop want to attend.  Wear of your uniform is optional but preferred (if it 
still fits!).  Let Jack or Larry know if you are interested in attending.  Cost is $18.00 pp. 
 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA  
 
This year we will once again participate in the Wreaths Across America by purchasing Christmas wreaths to 
be placed at the graves of our members (Bud Martin & Tony Labbadia) as well as other Middletown veterans 
at the State Veterans Cemetary.  If you would like to purchase one or more wreaths personally to recognize 
family or friends buried at this cemetary youi can buy them individually for $15 each, family of 4 wreaths for 
$60, or small business of 10 wreaths for $150.  We have a special code that will entitle you to a 3rd wreath free 
for every 2 ordred if you wish to buy them through the VVW.  Purchases must be made no later than 
November 21st.  Contact Jack for more details. 
 

SUMMER FUN CROSSWORD PUZZLES 
 
There were no correct crossword puzzles submitted at the September meeting thus the prizes (a case of 
Schaeffer) was forfeited. 

 

THANK YOU, PING  

A good story for a change that I received by e-mail.... I think this is something that all Americans, especially  
golfers, should be aware of.   This isn't a joke or cartoon; just something interesting to know:    

On Monday, I played the Disney, Lake Buena Vista course. As usual the starters matched me with three other 
players.  After a few holes we began to get to know each other a bit.  One fellow was rather young and had his 
wife riding along in the golf cart with him. I noticed that his golf bag had his name on it and after closer 
inspection, it also said "wounded war veterans". When I had my first chance to chat with him I asked him 
about the bag. His response was simply that it was a gift. I then asked if he was wounded and he said yes. When 
I asked more about his injury, his response was, "I'd rather not talk about it, sir".  
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Over a few holes I learned that he had spent the last 15 months in an army rehabilitation hospital in San 
Antonio, Texas. His wife moved there to be with him and he was released from the hospital in September. He 
was a rather quiet fellow; however, he did say that he wanted to get good at golf. We had a nice round and as 
we became a bit more familiar I asked him about the brand new set of Ping woods and irons he was playing. 
Some looked like they had never been hit. His response was simple. He said that this round was the first full 
round he had played with these clubs.  
 
Later in the round he told me the following. As part of the discharge process from the rehabilitation hospital, 
Ping comes in and provides three days of golf instruction, followed by club fitting. Upon discharge from the 
hospital, Ping gives each of the discharged veterans, generally about 40 soldiers, a brand new set of custom 
fitted clubs along with the impressive golf bags.  
 
The fellow I met was named Ben Woods and he looked me in the eye and said that being fitted for those clubs 
was one of the best things that ever happened to him and he was determined to learn to play golf well enough to 
deserve the gift Ping had given him. Ben is now out of  the service, medically discharged just a month ago. He 
is as fine a young man as you would ever want to meet.  
 
Ping, whose products are made with pride here in America (Arizona), has the good judgment not to advertise 
this program. God Bless America and the game of golf.                           

 – Author Unknown 
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